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God’s Movement in Romania 
Doug + Camelia Howey  |  Romania
Praise God for the generosity of the churches and individuals that 
have helped us raise $64K for a building! Back when we had a 
building, we consistently had non-Christians coming to our 
services. That is why we’re diligently seeking a place for our 
church to call home that the culture will recognize as a place to 
find a relationship with God.

The challenge lately has been to find a place that we can afford. 
When we first started this fundraiser, we were finding buildings 
and land that were less than $5oK. But now, the building and land 
prices have doubled (even tripled!) in price due to COVID and 
the fact that our city is booming. Please pray that God would show 
us the right place!
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HOPE OF GLORY 
HBC Blue Springs Missions Update Newsletter

Alan Shelby 
HEAD PASTOR 

2 Cor. 9:10 Now he that ministereth 
seed to the sower both minister bread 
for your food, and multiply your seed 
sown, and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness; 

Three Levels of Effectiveness  

Level 1 :: What I can do with my 
physical family & myself (the cell level)—
that is “addition.” Ask God how he 
would have you lead in following Him. 

Level 2 :: What I can do with my 
spiritual family & others (the class, 
Harvest Team & ministry level)—that is 
“multiplication.” Search out your place 
in ministry. 

Level 3 :: What we can do together with 
God (the congregation level)—that is 
the synergy & explosion of missions. 

Pray now for Mission Focus 2022 :: 
December 29—January 2.
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Our happiest news of 2021—our youngest daughter, Attalia (9), received Jesus as her Savior! She went to 
her first camp this summer with Word of Life, which our ministry partners Alin and Iuliana lead. Praise 
God with us and pray for her to grow in her walk with Jesus.

Also, pray for an opportunity I have to begin teaching the Bible to an unreached people group in a 
country that is hostile to the gospel. It will involve traveling to a third-world country where we will meet 
with underground Christians from the hostile nation to train them. One of the reasons we came to 
Romania is that it’s in a KEY place to reach unreached people groups. We live on the doorstep of the 
Islamic world. It’s beyond exciting to see students that I invested in over 20 years ago now investing their 
lives in missions and inviting me to come along beside them!

 Our college evangelism team is also training up to hit the streets weekly here in October. Last spring, we 
trained a similar  group of students to share the gospel one-on-one and they won several people to Christ 
on the streets of Râsnov. Pray that our church members will have the courage to join us! Usually, it's just 
Alin and me with these students.

 
Ariol + Nevila Veliu 
Church Planters  |  Western Europe
The restrictions during this time have been very harsh and people have experienced them in very difficult 
ways, but we have tried to spend time with them and pray for them. We have seen many changes in the 
people we have known. Many have left our city/area to find jobs and work somewhere else. The 
unemployment numbers are very high right now. We’ve seen these changes in the church as well. In fact, 
many of the foreign missionaries have also left and, right now, there are only two couples (including us) 
still in our church.

It has been over a year that we have only had contact through Zoom services, and we really don’t know 
how many problems this time of no contact or gathering has created. However, before the pandemic 
started, the local national leader of our church had made a plan with us to start a new work in a different 
part of town (as an attempt to branch out in new locations). We would work together to coordinate the 
preaching and the teaching, but I would work under the umbrella of national leadership. Please be praying 
that this endeavor will come to fruition soon, and we will start to see some spiritual results.

Additionally, please pray for our health. I (Ariol) continue to have heart arrhythmia and blood pressure 
problems but have been a little more stable lately. 

Thank you for everything that you do for us and for partnering with us. We love you all and are proud to 
be your partners here for God’s kingdom!
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David + Lynne Champlin 
Calvarie Bijbel Baptist Kerk  |  South America
We have now met for church the past six Sundays! Gatherings 
are limited to no more than 50 people at one time at one place 
(though social distancing, masking, and sanitization are still 
required). Even more, the Soekaredjoweg Baptist Church has 
been able to continue working on their building during the times 
that services couldn’t be held and have almost completed it! 
They received a donation from the United States and have put it 
to good use. When to have the official opening is still being 
discussed as Covid-19 regulations are still quite limiting, and the 
individuals that will be attending the services come from 
different language backgrounds and cultures.

Please be in prayer for our country and our government. The 
economy is in bad shape due to the last regime getting the 
country deeply in debt. All prices are up and the value of the 
local dollar continues to drop. Heavy rains have flooded houses, 
gardens, and fields, driving vegetable prices up, damaging roads, 
and other structures.

Even still, we are thankful for the Lord’s blessings.  Pray for our 
churches’ continued faithfulness!

Kale + Brooke Horvath 
Church Planters  |  Hungary
Judah started Óvoda (Pre-K) on September 1. This was a big 
moment for our family, not just being on the mission field, but 
watching our first kid start to grow up and head off to school. 
Please be praying for him. We didn’t enroll him in some 
expensive, private, English-speaking school. He’s going to the 
local, public school just like everyone else in our neighborhood. 
He LOVES going to school every day. In fact, every weekend he 
asks when he gets to go back! His accent has already changed to 
mimic what he hears each day. He knows colors, and understands 
what his teachers tell him. I expect that by the end of this school 
year he will be as fluent as any other Hungarian 4-year-old.

The church plant we’re attending has started to do some youth 
outreach events. They asked me to join, which was very kind of  
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Tom Brockmeyer 
MISSIONS PASTOR 

The fall season is always a 
constant reminder to me of the 
harvest. As you drive into the 
surrounding countryside you can’t 
help but notice how all the fields 
are ripe and ready.  

Much like our Christian journey, 
life leads us through a variety of 
seasons as well. Don’t be weary; 
keep on planting; don’t stop 
watering. As we continue to tend 
the field, watch what the Lord will 
do. His word is true, and He keeps 
His promises. We will reap; the 
harvest will come.  

Be encouraged as you read these 
updates from our missionaries. 
The Lord is not slack, and because 
of your faithful giving to these 
ministries of this church, the sun 
never sets on the work that God is 
doing around the world. Keep 
walking in the Spirit, trusting Him 
to continually lead you in that 
perfect and right way. 

Be faithful!
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them. I really enjoyed getting to do some youth ministry again. 
They’re going to continue doing youth events every 2 weeks this fall, 
so I'll get to help with those, too. They’ve also asked if I can lead 
some worship songs in English. Honestly, I’m just humbled and 
overjoyed to help them in any capacity with this ministry. I feel like 
the opportunities have been a gift from God to help me get through 
this stage of life where I am primarily a grammar student, haha. Also 
pray for some opportunities we have the next few weeks. We’re 
meeting up with a new couple we’ve been building a friendship with 
and we have plans with a young lady (and her boyfriend) who we met 
at a summer camp we put on several years ago.

The most urgent prayer request I have for you all is that Monday, 
October 4 we have an appointment at the immigration office to 
reapply for new residence permits. Our current permits expire in 
November. I’m asking you all to pray that they will approve our 
requests (obviously), but also that they will grant us multiple years  
this time. The maximum is 5 years for a temporary residence permit. 
If they do grant us multiple years, it will give me time to apply for 
citizenship in the meantime.

Thank you all for your continued prayers and support. May we all  
learn to wait on Him as he guides and leads us to where He is already 
 working around us. God bless!

hbcbluesprings.org/missions 4

Stateside at Last! 

The Thompsons | Chile 

A Christian lady from Santiago 
contacted us in April needing 
someone to occupy their 
house in Algarrobo, rent-free. 
It’s hard to beat rent-free, so 
we agreed to the move. It’s 
been two months of hard work, 
and we’ve been running 
against the clock trying to fix it 
up before our trip to the 
States, but it’s way more livable 
now (no more psychedelic 
wallpaper). We are grateful to 
the Lord for his provision. All 
this extra space will make 
having people from church 
over much easier.  

In other news…greetings from 
Lima, Peru. Yes! We were finally 
able to make it on a plane 
(eventually heading to Kansas 
City). We are grateful for your 
prayers regarding our travel 
plans and look forward to 
sharing with many of you 
during the next few months. 
We will be with many of our 
supporting churches, so we 
would appreciate your 
continued prayers for our 
safety as we go about the 
country.

  Enjoy all these excerpts? 
  Connect with an adult class to get  
  involved in a missions team.  

  Each class completely “owns” a set  
  of HBC missionaries — praying for,  
  supporting, and even hosting them 
  when they come visit Harvest!

I got a chance to get away for a day and do some hiking in Budapest.  
There is something special about being in the woods alone with God.  
It’s peaceful, and you see God's fingerprints everywhere.
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Cody +Mily Walker 
Church Planters  |  Argentina
Our daughter Haley is doing well with her elbow injury’s rehab 
sessions and the kinesiologist is certain she will have nearly full 
flexibility and extension soon. Praise God!

In other news, we’ve been looking for a good excuse to use our 
baseball equipment for quite some time now. Finally, 
restrictions are lifting and the weather is turning nicer! I was 
surprised at how much excitement there was for the sport 
despite it being a less popular game in Argentina. We have 
been out every Sunday afternoon for a few hours, teaching 
baseball and reaching out to people that we otherwise would 
have no contact with. 

Two weekends ago we had 4 first-time visitors on Sunday, and 
we were able to invite them to play baseball that afternoon 
(which gave us more time to connect with them and their 
family). Please pray that this outreach will continue to result in 
opportunities to share the gospel with the lost in Balnearia.

With that, continue to pray for the ever-fruitful discipleship 
ministry within our church -- new opportunities, the seven 
currently going, and the two that just graduated! 

Last month we mentioned the need to move out of our 
current building (and home) by January 2022. Please pray for 
the right, new property to continue our ministry here!
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October Visitors 

HBC’s Every Woman Retreat 2021 

Don’t miss your opportunity to 
interact with some missionaries 
in person this fall! 

October 15-17 in Branson, MO 

• Alli Hale, Dominican Republic 
• Kim Bartlett, Wyldewood Baptist 
• Musical Guest:: Shauna Nelson 

Sunday, October 17 @ HBC 

• Gary Hale, Dominican Republic 
Sunday Morning:: Preaching 

• Tori + Shauna Nelson 
Sunday Morning:: Worship 

• Ramiro Claro, El Salvador 
Sunday Night Guest 

Also, Doug + Bethany Pierson 
(Cambodia) are still in town! 

Tropical Vlogs 

The Hales | Dominican Republic 

Gary + Allison now provide 
video updates of their ministry! 
Included in their latest vlog: 

• HBC College + Career trip 
• seminary re-launch 
• Alli traveling to the US 
• need for restrooms on their 

ministry property 
• paying off their ever-used 

church property ($70k to go!) 

It’s a blessing to feel that much 
closer to them as they light up 
about what God’s doing over 
there. To request the video 
link, contact HBC’s College + 
Career adult class via email: 
(collegeandcareer@hbcbluesprings.org)

mailto:collegeandcareer@hbcbluesprings.org
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Dwight + Jeanne Billingsley 
Arabic Christian Ministries  |  Detroit, MI
The ultrasound showed I had treatable congestive heart failure and possible blockages. “We've got to get 
you in tomorrow to do a heart catheterization.” Two doctors were shaking their heads in the affirmative. 
Suddenly, events were overtaking me, and my choices disappeared; a million things went through my 
mind, but paramount was “I don’t have time for this!” 

During surgery the next morning, I was aware of everything going on around me. Once they finished up, 
the surgeon came over to my left side. “Well ,we couldn’t find any blockages, and we didn’t put in any 
stints. We will beef up your heart with medication and keep your water balance under control; you should 
be good for a long time.” I suspect Jeanne could hear my sign of relief clear out in the waiting room. I 
quietly whispered “Thank you, Lord, for good doctors and hospitals in America.” Three hours later, 
Jeanne and I were back in our apartment on the AAFC campus.

I'm glad that occurred last week because yesterday morning we opened the AAFC for a new school year 
of Language and Citizenship class registration. When 9 AM came around, refugees were already standing 
outside the door. There were Yemeni, Iraqis, Syrians, Palestinians, Lebanese; all of them dressed in their 
finest national costumes and approaching their new lives with great anticipation. There was also a bevy of 
wide-eyed kids looking at their new classrooms. What a privilege God has given Jeanne and I to be able to 
lead a team of 35 volunteers in sharing the gospel of the Lord Jesus with those who have never heard, and 
who have a reason — learning English and pursuing citizenship — for them to come to us! We’re praying 
that the virus will not affect our numbers again this year and that we can carry out our goal: No student of 
English or Citizenship shall study with us without hearing the good news of Jesus and having an 
opportunity to accept him.

Sammy + Becky Ciupuliga 
Manna Worldwide  |  Romania
The last couple months were blessed months for our ministry. One of the baptisms we had recently (in 
Rogova) was Sister Ana, the most resistant and against the idea of repenting and changing her orthodox 
religion. When Melania, her daughter-in-law, was baptized 11 years ago, she kicked her and her young 
daughters out of the house. After a couple of days, though, she accepted Melania back. Good decision! 
For 11 years Melania could be a testimony for her, and now she decided to follow Christ. How amazing is 
God's grace!

In the summer, we hosted two VBS programs. The children were so excited to be together after a long 
time of COVID restrictions. Please pray for them and for their families. We turned our Rogova church 
into a carnival and our Severin church into a castle. We had practical Bible lessons for the kids, crafts that 
were related to the lessons, a lot of games in the church parking lot and, of course, cotton candy, hot dogs, 
pizza, and popcorn. We had over 100 children affected by these ministries. Please pray for the children 
and their parents that the good seed, the Word of God, will bring fruits one day.
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We also organized our annual youth camp in Campulung. We 
praise the Lord for Manna Worldwide and their ministry in 
Romania. In the camp we had 30 teenagers from Severin, 
Rogova, Lupsa and Campulung. Usually we have over 50 in this 
camp, but this year because of COVID restrictions we had to 
keep the numbers down. Along with teaching on our theme of  
1 Corinthians 11:1, we gave them the opportunity to ask 
questions on different “hot topics”: LGBT, gambling, porn, 
salvation, rapture and many others. We were glad to see how they 
opened their hearts and we pray that everything they heard to 
grow them in the faith. Four teenagers got saved and another 
eight rededicated their lives to Christ!

Now, please pray for us. Me (Sammy) and my mother-in-law, 
Cathy, got infected with COVID —as well as a few of our church 
members. Cathy is in the hospital right now on oxygen. I have 
had a fever every day. They said I got pneumonia. They sent me 
back home because they don't have any beds in the hospital and 
gave me a different treatment. I was happy because I can take 
care of my boys. Praise the Lord that Becky is in Arad at my 
parents. She is really close to giving birth. God is good! He knew 
everything! Rica and the kids are doing great, too.

Thank you for your faithfulness. We are so blessed to have you 
by our side in these difficult times.
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A Summer Apprentice 

Brian + Mindy Clark | England 

This summer, Brian and Mindy’s 
teenage son, Hudson, flew to the 
states and interned with Pastor Code 
Blaise in Ocala, Florida. As Code 
spoke at a nearby youth camp, they 
even surprised us at Harvest one 
afternoon! 

Throughout the summer, Hudson was 
a facilities guy, participated in a 
Downtown Baptist Temple (DBT) teen 
Bible study, and joined Code serving 
THREE youth camps across the US. 
(You’ll have to listen to Hudson’s 
hilarious account from his experience 
at Code’s DBT youth camp.) 

Hear more about Hudson’s summer 
on Brian’s YouTube channel ::  
youtube.com/BrianClarkninja  

2022 Mission Trips 

Interest Form :: bit.ly/hbctrips2022 

From its inception 27 years ago, 
Harvest has had a heart for missions. 
We have a mission of “every-member 
ministry.” There is no greater time 
than now to draw your family into 
missions and ministry with you. 

Here are some upcoming trips abroad 
in 2022 to prayerfully consider: 

MARCH — Romania 
MAY — Zambia 
JUNE — El Salvador *family-friendly* 
NOVEMBER — Israel 

(Obtaining a passport is a lengthier 
process than ever. Act now if God’s 
moving your heart.) 

Find updates and additional 
information on each of these trips at 
hbcbluesprings.org/mission-trips  
or by emailing 
missons@hbcbluesprings.org.

http://youtube.com/BrianClarkninja
http://hbcbluesprings.org/mission-trips
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Eric & Lacey Brown 
(Ireland)

Margarito + Sylvana 
Bolon (Belize / Guat)

Dwight + Jeanne 
Billingsley (Michigan)

Paul + Nidia Clark 
(Colombia)

Kale + Brooke Horvath 
(Hungary)

Doug + Bethany 
Pearson (Cambodia)

Brian + Mindy Clark 
(England)

Sammy + Becky 
Ciupuliga (Romania)

Gary + Allison Hale 
(Dominican Republic)

Maithili Alliance (TTI) 
(Nepal / India)

Naim + Elvira Khoury 
(Palestine)

David + Hanzi 
Thompson (Chile)

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:  
2 THESSALONIANS 3:1

Mickey + Trina Cofer 
(Mongolia)

Doug + Camelia 
Howey (Romania)

Tass + Karen Saada 
(Jericho / Israel - OPKS)

David + Lynne 
Champlin (Suriname)

AWANA Clubs 
International

MANNA Worldwide 
(Zambia Kids)

Cody + Mily Walker 
(Argentina)

LOCAL MINISTRIES  
WE SUPPORT: 

Blue River Baptist Association 
Fruit of Forgiveness 

The Keys are at the Cross 
Living Faith Bible Institute
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